Cell surface molecules and truncal neural crest ontogeny: a perspective.
The neural crest cell is synonymous with vertebrates and can be viewed as a transitory, mobile vector that conveys neuroepithelial stem cells to a diverse number of remote locations in the embryo. Neural crest cells have been studied intensively over the past 30 years, and it is increasingly apparent that their fate is, at least in part, directed extrinsically by the environment to which they are exposed in vivo. The interface between the cell surface and the opposing environment is clearly an important compartment for the correct deployment of the neural crest. Here, we review some of the molecules present in this location and how they influence the fate of the neural crest and generate disease.